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HOW TO PLAN YOUR 
DREAM ELOPEMENT



HEY THERE! 
BEFORE VENTURING ON AND STARTING PLANNING YOUR AWESOME ELOPEMENT 
EXPERIENCE - I JUST WANTED TO TAKE A FEW SECONDS TO GIVE YOU A CHEERING ON! 
THERE ARE NOT MANY COUPLES BRAVE ENOUGH TO CONSIDER ELOPING INSTEAD OF A 

BIG TRADITIONAL WEDDING. SO IF YOU'RE READING THIS...

CONGRATS ON BEING PRETTY BADASS!
OK, so by eloping you are able to make of your elopement day exactly what you want it to be! And 
I know - this can feel somewhat overwhelming in itself - being presented with so much freedom. 
That’s why I’ve put together this guide for you, to help you get started and I hope it will be a great 

help on your way of planning your dream elopement! 
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MARIA KARLSSON - ELOPEMENT PHOTOGRAPHER & GUIDE



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT ELOPEMENTS

WHAT IS AN ELOPEMENT?

It’s simply a personal and unique wedding day, 
designed by you and for you. What do you want 

to do? Where do you feel most alive?

WHO IS IT FOR?

Short answer is: if you feel it in your hearts! 
Although, there is a trend with more introverts, 
outdoor-loving and private people to elope - it 

is for anyone really!

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO ELOPE?

The average cost for a traditional wedding in 
Europe is somewhere around €19 000 whereas you 
can have an amazing elopement experience for 
almost half of that! Expect to spend 50 - 80% of 
your budget on a photographer and the rest on your 

wedding attire, rings, travel, activities and food.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO PLAN 
AN ELOPEMENT?

This depends on you. I’ve seen elopements 
put together in less than two weeks and some 
planned for over a year in advance! The average 
planning time is somewhere around 8 months 

CAN OTHER PEOPLE COME?

YES! There is no law against not having other 
people come join you for your elopement. 
Maybe you want your closest family or friends 
there with you - that is totally up to you guys!

WHAT DO WE DO DURING OUR DAY?

This is a question that I hope this guide will 
help answer for you! Read on an you will not be 

disappointed!



1.
BRAINSTORM

OK, no. I could hear your sighs all the way here! That is not the meaning 
of this step - at all. Trust me on this! We are not gonna do like in school, 
sit down in groups and be forced to come up with ideas about something 
you don’t really care about. We are talking about your wedding day here! 
*yaaaay*

As with any project, it’s always a good idea to start with a big ‘ol 
brainstorming session! Start by just writing down your thoughts and 
dreams, no filters here! 

Two of the questions you can start by asking yourselves are:

W H E R E  D O  W E  W A N T  T O  G E T  M A R R I E D ?
&

W H E N  D O  W E  W A N T  T O  G E T  M A R R I E D ?

...but there is no stress if you cannot come up with answers for this right 
away! So, find a cozy and quiet place. Just you and your love and start 
brainstorming. On the next page I will provide you with some questions 
to help you along your way.



QUESTIONS FOR BRAINSTORMING

1. WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?
Where are you? In the mountains? On the beach? 
In front of a waterfall? In the forest? 

2. WHAT SEASON IS IT?
What season do you prefer? The lush greens in 
the spring, the orange tints in autumn or the white 
of the snow during winter? Do you prefer hot or 
cold weather?

3. HOW MUCH TIME DO YOU 
HAVE?
How many days can you take off work? Will your 
elopement be a one-day-experience or maybe 
more? Maybe you will combine your elopement 
and honeymoon?

4. WILL IT BE JUST THE TWO 
OF YOU?
Do you want it to be just the two of you during the 
day, or would you like to include others? Maybe 
family for the ceremony and then do something 
on your own? Or would you like to spend the entire 
day together, just the two of you?

5. WHAT DO YOU WANT TO 
WEAR?
Do you want to wear a dress or maybe a suit? 
Shoes or barefoot? Will you need extra layers to 
keep warm or thin layers to keep cool?

6. WHAT DO YOU WANT 
YOUR CEREMONY TO LOOK 
LIKE?
Do you wanna incorporate any religious or cultural 
traditions in your ceremony?

7. WHAT ACTIVITIES WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO DO? 
What do you guys like doing? Horseback riding? 
Hiking? Climbing? Skiing? Fishing? Stargazing? 
Dog sledding? Just write down any activity you 
can come up with at this stage! The sky is the 
limit here.

AWESOME! WELL DONE. LET’S 
JUMP RIGHT ONTO THE NEXT STEP



2.
EXPLORE OPTIONS

In the previous step you wrote down a whole lot of information 
and ideas - now it’s time to go through them. Now we will focus 
on gathering more information and sorting out what is possible 
to accomplish.

WHERE TO START?

It’s ok, I’ve got you! As in previous step, take a deep breath and 
find a quiet and cozy place together. Use your phones or laptops 
and start doing your research. 

If you get stuck, there are a lot of people out there that can help 
you! For example a knowledgeable photographer, a wedding 
planner or maybe a local guide. 

As an elopement photographer & guide this step is often where 
I can help you the most! I’m happy to help you find your perfect 
adventure!



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. WHAT ARE THE LOCAL MARRIAGE 
LAWS & REQUIREMENTS?
Wherever you are thinking of going - it’s important to look up 
if you will be able to legally marry there. The laws differ greatly 
between countries. Many couples actually take care of all the 
“paperwork” at home, before leaving for their elopement and 
thus making the day all about them!

2. DO YOU NEED AN OFFICIANT?
Hand in hand with previous question - depending on what 
country you’re eloping in, do you need to bring an officiant and 
maybe witnesses? By fixing the paperwork before, you don’t 
have to worry about finding an officiant willing to adventure 
with you! You get married on the day you say your vows to 
each other <3

3. DO YOU NEED A PERMIT?
Yet again, this differs a lot from country to country. In Sweden 
you do not need a permit to be on state owned land, but in 
other countries you might need one. 

4. IS IT ETHICAL?
Ask yourselves if the place you are thinking of is an appropiate 
place to have a ceremony. It’s important to preserve the 
amazing nature we are lucky to explore.

5. SEASONS
Other than weather seasons, there can be seasons for visiting 
different places and this might impact your choice. Will there 
be a lot of tourists around? If you are going off season, will 
there be lodging available? 

6. WEATHER
How about the weather? Maybe certain roads are closed 
off during winter? Or places are unreachable during autumn 
storms or summer rains. Some places have recurring weather 
phenomenons like wilfire, floods or tornadoes. Start by 
researching weather data for your location. Make sure to have 
a backup plan in case things (the weather...) goes south.

7. FOOD & DRINK
What do you want to eat on your elopement day? Is there a 
certain meal or certain restaurant you want to visit? Do you 
want something you can carry with you?

8. ACTIVITIES & CELEBRATIONS
What activities are available? How will you go there? Do you 
want to celebrate with champagne? Maybe some confetti? 
Always make sure to leave no trace and use biodegradeable 
confetti like leaves or flower petals.



HAVE YOU MADE ANY PROGRESS IN FINDING OUT WHAT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE FOR YOUR WEDDING DAY?

GREAT! YOU ARE NOW A GIANT STEP CLOSER TO 
HAVING THE ELOPEMENT OF YOUR DREAMS!

WILD LOVE
b y  M A R I A  K A R L S S O N



3.
CHOOSE & BOOK

Now you’ve come quite a bit on your journey towards your dream 
elopement! YAAAAAY! You’ve discovered what’s important to 
you and done a bunch of research. Now it’s time to start making 
decisions and start booking vendors. 

WHERE TO START?
A good place to start would be to decide where you want to elope. 
It does not have to be the exact spot, but rather a general area or 
idea. Together with your where, it is time to figure out what date 
you want to elope on. Is there a date that is more meaningful 
to you? Or maybe there are only certain dates with logding 
availability.  Many popular places are less crowded on weekdays, 
so that can be an important factor to think about as well.



LODGING
Together with your location and date, I think you’ve already 
started looking at lodging. There are a number of different digital 
resources at hand (like hotels.com, trivago.com, booking,com or 
AirBnB) and it can also be a good idea to look up how far from 
your location these are situated. Depending on where you want 
to elope it might require some travel time to get there, but of 
course - the closer is often the better.

How much space do you need? Will it just be the two of you? Do 
you want to do a “first look”? If yes, maybe you need two separate 
rooms to get ready in? 

TRANSPORTATION
Next step is figuring out how to get from point A to point B. What 
modes of transportation are available? Do you need to go by 
ferry? Book a rad helicopter tour? Can you rent a car? What are 
the roads like? Does it need to be a 4WD car? Are you allowed 
free kilometres and are there any nearby locations to fuel up?

WELL DONE! 
NOW YOU ARE 

REALLY GETTING 
THERE. ONLY A FEW 

MORE FINISHING 
TOUCHES LEFT!



4.
FINAL DETAILS

You’re in the final stages of planning your dream elopement 
*YAAAY* and now things are starting to get real interesting! Now 
it’s time to finalize all the details. 

Feel free to use the following pages as a checklist for you, to help 
keep track of how you progress and see what’s next. Feel free to 
do the tasks in any way that feels right to you.



DRESS OR SUIT
Take into account that bridal shops often recommend buying 
the dress 6-12 months out and recommend several fittings. 
You can also buy your dress from online (just beware of some 
pages where the prices really are too good to be true...). You 
can also search for a “white maxi dress” if you want to find 
cheaper but AMAZING dresses online - or why not go with a 
different coloured gown entirely?

SHOES
What shoes do you need for your location? Are you going to 
wear the same pair all day? Do they need to be water resistant? 
With good thread sole? I highly recommend comfortable shoes!

OTHER CLOTHES
Depending on the climate where you have choosen to elope, 
you might need to bring extra layers to wear underneath or to 
bring rain and water resistant outer layers. They might end up 
on a lot of photos so make sure to bring something you don’t 
mind seeing for the rest of your lives.  

JEWELRY & ACCESSORIES
If you plan on exchanging rings - don’t forget to order them.

PHOTOGRAPHER
If you haven’t already booked your dream photographer 
make sure to find someone you really connect with on 
a personal level and is experienced with elopements.  

CLOTHES & ACCESSORIES VENDORS

HAIR & MAKEUP
Will you fix your hair and makeup yourself, or will you 
hire someone to help you. Make sure they know you 
will be spending the day outside so both hair and 
makeup will last the entire day.  

FLOWERS
Are flowers important to you? Can you order them 
from someplace local or do you need to bring them 
from a bigger city?

OFFICIANT
Do you need (or want) and officiant or do you plan to 
do a self-uniting ceremony?

MUSICIANS/CHEF
Want music? Or maybe bring a chef/catering?



FUN ACTIVITIES TO DO
What fun activities did you come up with during your 
brainstorming and planning? Do you need to add 
another vendor to your list to make it happen? Like 
a helicopter pilot, 4WD driver, fishing guide or horse 
owner?

YOUR VOWS
Are you writing your vows yourselves? Remember to 
bring an analog copy of it - in case the battery in your 
cell phone dies, plus it looks so much better in photos 
with a piece of paper or maybe a personalized book!

CEREMONY & ACTIVITIES

THE CEREMONY
Plan a timeline for the ceremony. What will you do and 
in what order? Or do you want to just fly with it and 
see where your feelings takes it? Do you want to bring 
any important objects? Or maybe plan a fun surprise 
for your love? 

TIMELINE
Make sure you give yourself plenty of time for a relaxed 
day without fussing or stressing. Leave room to be 
spontaneous! Work with your photographer to decide 
what time will be best for your photos and remember 
to leave time to eat, drink & celebrate!



5.
YOUR ELOPEMENT 

DAY IS HERE!
WOHOHOHOOO! You made it! All of your hard work is done and 
all that is left is to enjoy the heck out of your elopement day! 

I’m so happy for you and I hope your elopement day turns out 
EXACTLY the way you’ve been dreaming of. You deserve this so 
much! 

I just want to give you some last tips for the actual day.



1 WEEK OUT CHECKLIST

GET PACKED
Pack in advance so you can take your time. Don’t 
forget your rings, vows and other surprises you’ve got 
planned for each other.

CHECK THE WEATHER FORECAST
Check the weather and see if you need to make any 
adjustments to your plans or packings. Keep an eye 
out for any road closings or fire alerts. Maybe now you 
realize it’s time to polish on the backup plan and make 
sure you’re prepared.

ARRIVING AT YOUR DESTINATION
Plan extra time around arriving so you can get plenty 
of rest and acclimate to the time zone and climate. 

THE DAY BEFORE
Relax, take it easy and make sure you go to bed early 
- you’ve got a big day tomorrow! Eat well, drink plenty 
of water and go grab some of those Z’s! 



HOW TO HAVE THE 
BEST ELOPEMENT DAY 

E V E R !

- Be present with your partner and in the now, 
allow your emotions to take you anywhere 
they wanna go!

- Make sure you soak in every moment you 
get together!

- Don’t stress! This is YOUR day and if you 
have an amazing time - guess what will 
show in your photos!



WHAT TO DO WHEN 
YOU GET BACK HOME

TELL FRIENDS AND FAMILY!
Use the images from your photographer’s sneak peek to 
show your friends and family what an amazing day you had!

HAVE A PARTY!
Gather your friends and family and have a party to celebrate 
your marriage! Or if you prefer to be alone - make it a night 
to remember none the less!

RELIVE IT!
Enjoy all of the amazing images you surely will receive from 
your photographer. Display the prints around your home 
and consider buying an album from your photographer to 
showcase your amazing day and be able to look back upon 
it year after year.



THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN THE FEELING.. .

. . .OF DITCHING THE BIG TRADITIONAL WEDDING STRESS AND 
MAKING THE BRAVE CHOICE TO HAVE A WEDDING DAY THAT 

TRULY CELEBRATES & REFLECTS YOUR AMAZING RELATIONSHIP!

I HOPE THIS GUIDE HAVE HELPED YOU ON YOUR WAY TOWARDS 
YOUR VERY OWN ELOPEMENT ADVENTURE!

If you need any help - don’t hesitate to reach out to me! I’d love to help you plan and document your 
amazing wedding day experience.
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ARE YOU READY TO 
GO ON AN ADVENTURE?
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